


“Our job is to collaborate with your engineers 
and to bring to our design and research forces a 
clearer picture of your problems.” 


“Our records show many cases where close co- 
operative effort between your engineers and ours 
has resulted in important progress for the industry.” 





“By functioning as an engineering team and con- 
centrating our best talents in this work, we want 
to give you better service than ever before.”’ 


i 
t 
; 


“.... objective ‘on-the-ground’ study 
of your problems in the field....” 


ADDRESSING the Edison Electric Institute convention 
last month at Atlantic City, C. E. Wilson, President of 
General Electric, said: 


“In the recent appointment of a new manager of com- 
mercial engineering (Mr. D.C. Prince, shown here comment- 
ing on the work of his organization), we hope you will find 
further indication of our intention to devote the efforts of 
men of outstanding intelligence, imagination, and in- 


genuity to the objective ‘on-the-ground’ study of your problems 
in the field... 


“We want to extend this type of activity — make 
it standard practice — so that it will be of the 
greatest possible benefit to you.” 


*“*.,.the aim of the commercial engineering organization 
will be to bring to our research and design engineering 
forces a clearer picture of your engineering problems... 
plant problems associated with the generation, transmis- 
sion, and distribution of electricity, as well as load prob- 
lems connected with the development of the more extensive 


use of energy in industry, mining, transportation and 
commerce.”’ 


is best for the industry is best for US 





"We recognize that an engineer has to be 
stood to do his best work, and that the 
who best understands an engineer is an engi 


“In this work, we recognize that we a 
long-range viewpoint, keeping in mind tho 
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New 35,000-Kw. Unit in 
Service at Kansas City 


Turbo-generator installation part of company’s program to supply 
reserves for normal needs until 1944, President Smith says — 
Will operate on steam from topping unit 





Electrical World 


Installation of Kansas City Power & 
Light Company’s newest and largest 
turbo-generator, a 35,000-kw. unit, at 
Northeast station was completed and 
the unit placed on the line early in 
July. 

“The installation of this unit, at a 
cost of $850,000, represents one of the 
largest single items of our 1940 pro- 
jected expenditure of $3,788,516 for 
new construction,” states Chester C. 
Smith, president of the Kansas City 
Company. “This is in keeping with 
our planned program to give Kansas 
City the best electric service available 
and make our power reserves sufficient 
to serve normal needs until 1944.” 

The new unit at Northeast was first 
connected to the system on June 12, 
following which alterations and minor 
adjustments were made, and it actu- 
ally went into regular use July 1. 


Replaces 23,000-Kw. Unit 


Rated at 35,000 kw. at 0.7 power 
factor, the new turbo-generator will 
carry 42,500 kw. at 0.85 power factor, 
which is normal for these units. It re- 
places a 23,000-kw. turbo-generator, 
which was shipped to Texas for instal- 
lation on the Panhandle Power & Light 
Company system. The new unit nearly 
doubles the capacity in the same build- 
ing space. The foundations, condenser 
and other auxiliary equipment for the 
old unit at Northeast were found, with 
a few minor changes, to be suitable for 








use with the larger machine. This war- 
ranted the replacement, as the differ- 
ence in efficiency will pay a return on a 
considerable portion of the cost of the 
new unit and additional capacity is had 
at low unit cost. No additional boilers 
were required for this unit, as high- 
pressure boilers installed in the plant 


é ad 


in recent years made available for use 
a number of low-pressure boilers. 
Normally, the new turbine will oper- 
ate on reheated exhaust steam from the 
high-pressure topping unit, steam from 
low-pressure boilers being required 
only for peak loads and _ stand-by 


service. 
a 


Congress Appropriates 
$25,000,000 for TVA 


By a vote of 265 to 94 the House 
this week passed a bill appropriating 
$25,000,000 to TVA in order that its 
$65,800,000 construction program might 
be started. The Senate passed a similar 
bill and sent it to the White House. 
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NEW UNIT IN OPERATION—First regular operation of this new turbo-generator at 


Northeast station of Kansas City Power & Light Company was on July 1. 


The unit 


is rated 35,000 kw. at 0.70 power factor and is replacing a 23,000-kw. unit, nearly 
doubling the capacity in the same space 
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TRANSMISSION ANALYSIS—Engineers of the Interstate Power Co. and Central Serv- 
ice Corp. check test results obtained from the a.c. calculating board used to make a 
complete analysis of their 500 miles of transmission line from Clinton, lowa, to Winne- 
bago, Minn., under actual operating conditions. L. to r.: Carl Hummel, chief engineer, 
and Harry Chambers, engineer, Interstate Power: W. W. Parker, head Westinghouse 
engineer on calculating board: H. A. Travers, manager switchgear relay application sec- 
tion; E. C. Harker, East Pittsburgh: T. M. Jakways, Cedar Rapids; E. M. Lindsay, engi- 
neer Central Service Corp.: E. P. Naney, Interstate Power 





Defense commission members esti- 
mated that 80,000 kw. of primary power 
was needed for airplane aluminum pro- 
duction and the bill provides for con- 
struction of 300,000 kw. of capacity. 


Engineering Display 
for A.LE.E. Meetings 


An Electrical Engineering Exposition 
will be held in Convention Hall, Phila- 
delphia, next January 27-31, during 
the same week as the A.LE.E. mid- 
winter meetings. It is designed to serve 
the electricai industry by promoting a 
more rapid dissemination of informa- 
tion on new developments in electrical 
engineering. Not since the N.E.L.A. 
show at Atlantic City has there been 
an exposition of this type, and this dif- 
fers in that appliances will be excluded. 

Exhibits will include new and im- 
proved electrical products for the gen- 
eration, transmission and utilization of 
electric energy and will be of interest 
to utility engineers, consulting engi- 
neers, railroad engineers and engineers 
of large industrial plants. 

The advisory committee of the ex- 
position comprises the following: J. T. 
Barron, vice-president Electric Opera- 
tion, Public Service Electric & Gas 
Co.; Walter S. Finlay, Jr., vice-presi- 
dent J. G. White Engineering Corp.; 
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E. S. Fitz, general manager electrical 
department, Virginia Electric & Power 
Co.; N. E. Funk, vice-president Engi- 
neering, Philadelphia Electric Co.; C. 
W. Leihy, editor Electric Light & 
Power; A. L. Penniman, Jr., general 
superintendent electric operations, Con- 
solidated Gas, Electric Light & Power 
Co. of Baltimore; W. A. Perry, su- 
perintendent electric and power de- 
partments, Inland Steel Co.; R. C. 
Roe, Burnes & Roe; Charles F. Roth, 
manager, exposition; E. K. Stevens, 
manager, exposition; R. W. Wilbra- 
ham, chief electrical engineer, United 
Engineers & Constructors, Inc., and’S. 
B. Williams, editor ELectricaL Wor.p. 

The exposition is being managed 
by International Exposition Company, 
which also conducts the National Power 
Show at New York, and in addition the 
Exposition of Chemical Industries and 
the International Heating and Ventilat- 
ing Exposition. 


Union Electric Substation 


Union Electric Company of Missouri 
has awarded the contract for the ad- 
ditions and alterations to substation No. 
15. The work will include a one-story 
addition, 10 by 52% ft. high and trans- 
former foundations. The work will cost 
about $10,000. Work on this project 
is to start at once. 


Permit Stock Split 
by Boston Edison 


Boston Edison Co.’s stock split up 
has recently been approved by the 
Massachusetts Department of Public 
Utilities, establishing a $25 par value 
in place of the former $100 basis. In 
its decision the commission concurred 
with the point that a better market 
and wider distribution of shares would 
result from the establishment of the 
$25 par, as contended by President 
Frank D. Comerford in his advocacy 
of the change. 

An interesting point made by the 
board was that the change of par would 
have no apparent deterring effect on a 
municipal ownership inquiry in the city 
of Somerville, whose authorities had 
opposed the change on this ground. 
The board could see no objection to 
the split up in any city or town served 
by the company. In 1929 the company 
sought to achieve a par reduction, but 
the then commission refused the peti- 
tion on the ground that the market 
price and value of the stock were too 
far apart. The Department of Public 
Utilities now finds that at the present 
time they are sufficiently close to war- 
rant the split up. 


Ickes Grants Stay 
to Pacific G. & E. 


The city of San Francisco and Pacific 
Gas & Electric will be given more time 
to work out a new arrangement for 
distributing Hetch Hetchy power as 
Secretary of Interior Harold L. Ickes 
stated that he would recommend a stay 
until October 1 of the federal court 
injunction which enjoins operation of 
the present city-company contract. 

Last week the city suggested a lease- 
rental of the company’s distribution 
facilities as a means of complying with 
recent court decisions banning distribu- 
tion of Hetch Hetchy power by the com- 
pany. However, according to Ickes, 
under the new proposal the company 
would still be an agent of the city, it 
is reported. 

That some such general form of 
agreement may again be submitted 
gains added probability in view of 
the fact there is no indication the 
company has any intention of releas- 
ing its facilities to blanket munici- 
pal operation until a complete valu- 
ation of its San Francisco facilities 
were made. Such a valuation would 
logically include severance damages 
and consideration for the remainder of 
the system. 

A lease plan would also include 
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provision for the sale of P.G. & E, en- 
ergy to the city to permit the satis- 
faction of demands exceeding the 
Hetch Hetchy output. 

Because voters have several times 
rejected bond issues as a means of 
setting up a municipal system in San 
Francisco, another such election would 
be probable in the near future only as 
a result of federal pressure. Further- 
more, the $55,000,000 proposal which 
voters declined is not deemed large 
enough to meet either a negotiated or 
condemnation purchase, 

The agency agreement which is ex- 
piring as a result of the recent United 
States Supreme Court decision became 
effective in 1925 and has yielded the 
city an approximate $2,500,000 per 
year. 


New Haven to Place 
Wires Underground 


United Illuminating Company, serv- 
ing New Haven and Bridgeport, Conn., 
territory, is planning to place under- 
ground this year its 2,300-volt primaries 
located in suburban areas, as part of 
a $300,000 long-range program. 

Heavy primary circuits will be placed 
underground, the company said, to im- 
prove service by guarding against in- 
terruptions due to hurricanes and 
storms and due to dense tree foliage. 
Considerable difficulty arose during a 
sleet storm last March, it is said. 

The company already has installed 
conduits in years past in some sections 
included in the program, and in these 
areas it will be necessary only to pull 
cables through the ducts. 

It is expected that the project will 
be completed by mid-November under 
some 7 miles of city streets. 


Offers to Sell System 
in Eight Counties 


The Public Service Company of Ok- 
lahoma has offered the Grand River 
Dam Authority a six-month option on 
its transmission and distribution sys- 
tem in eight northeastern Oklahoma 
counties for an undisclosed price. The 
company proposes to sell its properties 
in Craig, Mayes, Delaware, Ottawa, 
Adair, Cherokee and parts of Rogers 
and Wagoner counties. 

The Verdigris Valley Electric Co-op- 
erative, a rural power project which 
Operates in parts of five Oklahoma 
counties, has started negotiations to 
purchase power from GRDA. The co- 
operative now uses about 68,000 kw.-hr. 
monthly. 





Geographical Integration 
Interpretation Sought 


SEC reported ready for court test of sub-section B provided some 
utility system offers itself as guinea pig — Two-sysiem 
plan expected from Standard Gas 


The more the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission plans for getting 
a fixed formula definition of the mean- 
ing of the geographical integration sec- 
tion of the Holding Company Act 
(Section 11(b)1(B)), the more un 
certain jt becomes over how to bring 
about the showdown. 

Last month commission and _ staff 
members of every shade of opinion 
were in agreement that a definite find- 
ing interpreting the so-called Big B 
was necessary, and necessary in a 
hurry. The enthusiasm progressed so 
far that a date for arguing the issue 
before the commission had been pre- 
dicted. 

Now the commission is divided over 
whether to decide Big B alone or try 
to complete an entire case before pin- 
ning itself down to a ruling which will 
be taken to court. 

The argument against a ruling on 
Big B alone is that if the courts upset 
the SEC interpretation the case would 
have to be remanded for further hear- 
ings, and even if the SEC were upheld 
this probably would be necessary. 
Meanwhile other cases would inevitably 
have to mark time, at least partially. 

Advocates of this plan insist, how- 


ever, that even this procedure would 
be the fastest in the long run because 
it would eliminate the necessity of tak- 
ing considerable testimony aimed at 
justifying additional systems under 
Sections 11(b)1(A) and 11(b)1(C) 
which would be ruled out by a decision 
upholding the SEC narrow interpre- 
tation of Section 11(b)1(B). 


Guinea Pig Needed 


The Cities Service case appears now 
to be in the most favorable position for 
use as a “guinea pig” in a quick test 
of Big B and the commission is under- 
stood to have approached this system’s 
attorneys for their reaction to forcing 
the issue. It is believed, however, that 
utilities will prefer to await the devel- 
opments at* hearings scheduled for 
August 6 on the two-integrated-systems 
plan of Standard Gas & Electric. — 

It is still a fact that most of the com- 
mission members and staff want to 
clear up the Big B question as prompt- 
ly as possible. If one of the systems now 
under citation to comply with Section 
11(b)1 should come forward and offer 
to make the test, the action probably 
would resolve many of the doubts 
within SEC and precipitate a hearing. 





SODIUM LIGHT FOR LAKE ONEIDA DOCKS—The golden light of sodium lamps per- 


- forms the dual task of lighting docks and guiding New York State Barge canal traffic 


from lake to canal at Sylvan Beach on the east entrance to Lake Oneida, N. Y. Each 


of the twelve G.E. 10,000-lumen lamps employs an airplane-shaped reflector which 
directs a maximum amount of illumination on the dock and nearby water 
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Ohio Court Rejects 
Excess City Debts 


Ohio Supreme Court has declared 
unconstitutional the laws which sought 
to validate bonds which would have 
financed a $1,030,000 extension of the 
Columbus municipal electric plant. The 
decision ended seven years of contro- 
versy, which began when voters ap- 
proved the bond issue in 1933, 

While the Supreme Court’s ruling re- 
quires the case to be returned to the 
Common Pleas Court, where the orig- 
inal injunction was sought, further 
pleadings can be of no avail. This is 
because the court unanimously decreed 
that the two sections of the state law 
seeking to validate bond issues already 
voted, which were in excess of statu- 
tory limitations applying at the time of 
the election, are violating the state con- 
stitution. 

The light plant bond issue was to 
permit the city to take advantage of 


“the then public works administration 


in additions to the municipal light plant 
which would have increased its gen- 
erating capacity approximately 50 per 
cent. As a part of a total of $10,403,000 
in bond issues, the electors voted $824,- 
000 for the light plant, to which the 
federal government was to add $300,000 
on a 70-30 basis. 

The city sought approval of its bonds 
under the amendments to the Annat 
Act, which attempted to set up an ex- 
press authority to issue bonds voted 
prior to its passage, which at the time 
of the voting were in excess of the 
statutory limitation. The Supreme Court 
ruled, however, that the attempt to 
make the application of the act re- 
troactive was a violation of the state 
constitution. 


Illinois Power Plan 
Is To Be Revived 


Proposals for the construction of a 
$5,000,000 system of state-operated elec- 
tric power plants along the Illinois 
waterway will be revived in the annual 
report of the division of waterways 
to Gov. Henry Horner, Charles P. Casey, 
director of the Department of Public 
Works and Buildings, reported this 
week. 

The power project report proposes 
three hydro-electric plants with an 
aggregate production capacity of 176,- 
251,200 kw.-hr., to serve state institu- 
tions as well as private industry. They 
would be constructed with Public Works 
Administration grants, matched by 
funds from revenue bond issues. 

Application for license for the proj- 
ect has been on file with the Federal 
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Power Commission, pending action by 
the state, since March 22, 1939, accord- 
ing to Director Casey. He added that 
the proposed plants would pay for 
themselves in 30 years, while producing 
a net revenue of $300,000 a year for the 
state. 


$350,000 Improvements at 
Washington Water Power 


The Washington Water Power com- 
pany in 1940 and 1941 plans to spend 
$350,000 on the realignment of its main 
transmission service from the west into 
the city of Spokane, it is announced by 
Kinsey M. Robinson, president. 

This expenditure will cover the build- 
ing of the new Sunset substation, now 
under way, and the new 110,000-volt 
power line now being built around the 
city from the East Side substation to the 
Sunset substation. The poles have been 
erected for this line and wires are being 
strung. 


Plan to Triple Capacity 
of Tacoma-Seattle Tie 


The initial step toward tripling the 
capacity of the Tacoma-Seattle munici- 
pal electric power intertie was taken in 
Tacoma recently when Utilities Commis- 
sioner R. D. O’Neil introduced an ordi- 
nance appropriating $170,000 for 
Tacoma’s half of the line. Present capac- 
ity is 15,000 kw., which will be in- 
creased to a maximum of 50,000 kw. and 
normal exchange capacity will be 45,000 
kw. The intertie power line now being 
extended from Bonneville to the Seattle- 
Tacoma region has a capacity of 28,000 
kw. 

Mr. O’Neil said Tacoma will save 
approximately $70,000 in the next two 
years on power purchases from Seattle’s 
system rather than from Bonneville. 
Seattle already has done some work 
on modernizing the line and has an 
ordinance before the City Council 
appropriating $116,000 to continue its 
share of the work. 


New Sub for Buffalo 


The Buffalo Niagara Electric Cor- 
poration has filed plans to erect a $14,- 
500 substation at Buffalo, N. Y. 


Board Name Changed 


Name of Board of Railroad Commis- © 


sioners of the state of North Dakota 
has been changed to Public Service 
Commission. 


REA Confers on 
Distribution Needs 


At conferences last week in Wash- 
ington with Rural Electrification Ad- 
ministration officials representatives of 
manufacturers of poles, wire, trans- 
formers and pole-line hardware were 
presented with schedules of probable 
material requirements, month by 
month, for rural line construction under 
the $100,000,000 REA program ap- 
proved by Congress for the fiscal year 
begun last July 1. 

REA loan funds available for the 
fiscal year will permit construction of 
92,000 miles of rural distribution lines, 
in addition to necessary power plant 
construction and supplementary loans 
for wiring and additional service drops. 
Required materials will include more 
than 200,000 miles of wire for con- 
ductors, 230,000 transformers and 
nearly 1,850,000 poles. Delivery of 
these materials must start in September 
and continue in increasing quantities 
for more than a year. 

The new rural power lines are in- 
tended to serve not only farms but also 
plants making “essential” defense 
equipment and to permit “decentral- 
ization of key industries if desired.” 


Puget Sound Spurns 
Offer to Sell Out 


Frank P. McLaughlin, president of 
Puget Sound Power & Light Co., will 
give no consideration, he said, to an 
offer of $83,000,000 announced by the 
“Consumers Non-Profit Public Power 
Corporation of Washington” for his 
property, capitalized at $107,430,847 
and with a plant and property account 
of approximately $128,000,000. 

Seattle for several years has been a 
battleground of public power advocates 
and developments have been speeded 
with the construction of huge generat- 
ing capacity by the government at 
Grand Coulee and Bonneville. The 
search for markets for this power, it 
was said in utility circles this week, 
is likely to lead to “the same kind of 
raids as were made by TVA” on mar- 
kets now supplied by utility companies. 

The Consumers Corporation was 
formed by one group of public utility 
district commissioners seeking the Pu- 
get Sound property through negotia- 
tion and purchase rather than through 
condemnation proceedings, as coun- 
seled by a second group. 

Guy C. Myers of New York was di- 
rected to make the offer to Puget Sound 
and to report on terms under which he 
could secure flotation of a $90,000,000 
bond issue. 
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22-Kv. Submarine Cable 
Laid by Cape Utility 


Five miles of three-phase cable connects island of Martha's Vineyard 
with mainland substation at Falmouth — Supply supple- 
ments Diesel-electric station at Oak Blufts 


With the laying of a 5-mile length of 
22-kv. submarine cable between Fal- 
mouth and West Chop, Mass., on July 
22 the Cape & Vineyard Electric Co. 
provided a new source of electrical 
energy for its customers on the island 
of Martha’s Vineyard, hitherto depend- 
ent on a 1,625-kw. Diesel-electric sta- 
tion operated by the company at Oak 
Bluffs. The job was completed in the 
presence of a large group of engineers 
representing manufacturing and utility 
interests, and an unusually calm sea 
contributed to its success. E. H. Steele, 
chief engineer of the New England Gas 
& Electric Association, was in charge 
of the engineering, while Carl Folken- 
son of the E. M. Gilbert Engineering 
Corp. was in general charge of the 
actual laying of the cable. 


No. 2 Conductors 


The project totals about $180,000, 
including 26,200 ft. of Phelps Dodge 
Copper Products Corp. and 9,600 ft. of 
Simplex underground cable, with three- 
phase No. 2 copper conductors. 
At Falmouth connection is made with 
an incoming transmission supply from 
the affliated New Bedford Gas & Edison 
Light Co. plant, which is the principal 
source of power supply to southeastern 
Massachusetts and the Cape Cod area. 
The cost of the submarine run is esti- 





FIVE-MILE SUBMARINE CABLE—Five-mile link of 22-kv., three-phase cable is laid 


mated at $73,000, of which the cable 
represents a large portion. 

The entire submarine length was paid 
off from a special reel 34 ft. long x 18 
ft. in diameter, with four joints carried 
on the reel with special supports to 
prevent improper feeding from the reel 
through a movable chute into the water. 
The cable was fed from the reel at 
right angles to the longitudinal axis 
of the barge, on account of the neces- 
sity for properly distributing the total 
210 tons weight of the reel and cable. 
The barge was pushed sideways by a 
tug at the bow and another at the stern, 
with a third on the opposite side to 
stabilize the movement of the barge 
under tides of 3.5 to 4 miles per hour 
and also to provide a reserve. 

At the Falmouth or mainland end the 
submarine cable was run through about 
36 ft. of 6-in. water pipe under the 
shore riprap to a terminal manhole 
which receives the incoming under- 
ground section from the Falmouth sub- 
station. Twenty-three temporary buoys 
were laid over the course, each con- 
sisting of a 10-gal. oil can with 100-lb. 
anchor weight, and flagged against fog 
conditions. About 2 per cent slack 


went overboard. The joints were pro- 
vided with double armor for about 3 
ft. on each side of the end cone; the 
submarine cable diameter with jute 
wrapping is 3.1 in., and two lead sleeves 


vr 


between the island of Martha's Vineyard, Mass., and the mainland at Falmouth on 
Cape Cod. Each of the five reels on barge carried a mile of cable 
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were provided for the joint in each case 
as additional insurance. 


Five-Section Reel 


The reel, which is of welded plate 
construction, cost about $5,000 and was 
built by the New York Engineering 
Co. on the barge deck. It had five sec- 
tions holding 1 mile of cable each, 
with rope drive from donkey engines, 
band brakes and various provisions 
against creepage. At Vineyard Haven 
on Martha’s Vineyard a 2,000-kva. sub- 
station with three Westinghouse trans- 
formers will be erected, delivering en- 
ergy to the island system at 4,600 volts 
and tying into the existing Diesel plant, 
which will be held in reserve. Although 
the tide is ordinarily about 1 ft. in 
these waters, the maximum depth is 
82 ft. Ralph M. Miller is vice-president 
in charge of operation of the Cape & 
Vineyard company, with headquarters 
at Hyannis. 


Turbine Priorities May 
Be Avoided, Knudsen Says 


Thought is being given to rapid ex- 
pansion of the nation’s turbine produc- 
tion capacity to meet tremendously in- 
creased needs for the Navy’s shipbuild- 
ing program superimposed upon an in- 
creasing demand from electric utilities. 
Defense commission officials hope that 
the stepping up of production facilities 
can be accomplished in time to avoid 
official government priorities. 

William S. Knudsen, at his first press 
conference held last week, revealed that 
turbine manufacturers now are giving 
“serious study” to the problem of ex- 
panding their plants. In response to a 
question by Execrricat Worip, Mr. 
Knudsen said he “believed” the in- 
creased capacity could be made avail- 
able in time to meet the need, 

The production chief of the defense 
commission said he did not know 
whether turbine sub-contracts for the 
bulk of the Navy’s program now under 
contract had been placed. Navy offi- 
cials, after a careful survey of the tur- 
bine industry, said they thought many 
of these turbine orders—totaling rough- 
ly 5,000,000 hp. to be delivered within 
30 months—had been squeezed into 
present production schedules. 


Washington Water Power 
Holds Victory Meeting 


Details of the winning of two awards 
recently by the Washington Water 
Power Co. were given to 400 employees 
and officers of the utility last week. The 
awards, presented at the recent E.E.I. 
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convention, were the Charles A. Coffin 
award and the Modern Kitchen Bureau 
national water heating award. 
President Kinsey M. Robinson, the 
main speaker, told of the keen com- 
petition for the Coffin Award, won by 
Washington Water Power the first time 
it entered the contest. He added that the 
rates of the company are lower than the 
average for private power companies. 


E.E.I. Asks Exemptions 
Under Wage-Hour Act 


Important changes in existing defi- 
nitions exempting executive, adminis- 
trative, professional and outside sales- 
men employees from restrictions of the 
Wage-Hour Act were recommended to 
the W-HA this week at open hearings 
by Edison Electric Institute. 

Hearings for redefining exempted em- 
ployees were completed before Harold 
Stein, assistant hearings branch direc- 
tor, with appearance of the institute 
and other spokesmen for utilities, com- 
munications, publications, transporta- 
tion and miscellaneous industries. 

The institute proposed changing the 
definition for executive, to exempt from 
wage-hour standards employees who are 
heads of subdivision of plant depart- 
ments. For administrative employees 
an entirely new definition was proposed 
to include any employee whose “work 
involves responsible assignment for 
management requiring the exercise of 
independent judgment and discretion,” 
who is paid at least $30 weekly, and 
who is part of the immediate staff of 
an executive (i.e., secretaries), whose 
principal duty is directing and super- 
vising other employees, or regulating 
the time and manner in which other 
employees perform their work. 

Because many employees otherwise 
exempt under the professional defini- 
tion often assist their subordinates, the 
institute proposed eliminating that part 
of the professional employee definition 
which denies exemption to technical 
men who perform duties of the same 
nature as that of non-exempt workers. 
In the outside salesman definition the 
institute proposed inserting a clause 
to exempt those engaged in sales pro- 
motion work. 


Absorb Defense Tax 


The Indianapolis Power & Light 
Company has announced that the new 
national defense tax on electric energy 
would be absorbed by the company 
and not be passed on to consumers. 
New taxes will total approximately 
$150,000 a year, based on last year’s 
income. 
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Corpus Christi Plant 
to Double Capacity 


Instead of having a capacity of 15,- 
000 kw., as originally planned, the new 
Nueces Bay power plant of Central 
Power & Light Co., now being con- 
structed, will be enlarged to 30,000 
kw. as soon as manufacturers can fill 
an order which has been placed for 
additional generating equipment, it is 
announced by Lon C. Hill, president 
of the company. 

The million-dollar power plant on 
Nueces Bay and the Corpus Christi ship 
channel were constructed to provide for 
additional population in Corpus Christi 
and the Gulf Coast area. Its immediate 
expansion was recently ordered by the 
company to keep in step with the de- 
velopment of the territory and to be 
able to serve any national defense need, 
Mr. Hill said. 

“Our schedule called for a program 
of development over a period of years,” 
he added, “and our decision to pro- 
ceed immediately to construct a plant 
that will produce 30,000 kw. was based 
on the changed situation, brought about 
in part by the government’s defense 
program in this area. We intend to keep 
pace with Corpus Christi and the needs 
of the nation.” 

At the time the first generating unit 
of the power plant was started, July 3, 
the second generating unit had arrived 
in Corpus Christi. Boiler and substa- 
tion equipment already was in place. 
The second turbine will begin service 
early this month, according to reports 
to James T. Persons, chief engineer of 
CPL, bringing capacity to 15,000 kw. 

Further expansion of the plant will 
necessitate a 60-ft. extension onto the 
building. Construction on the addition 
will begin early next year to be com- 
pleted in time to house the new gen- 
erator when it is delivered. About four- 
teen months will be required to con- 
struct the generator that has been 
ordered, 


New Power Plant Planned 
for Solvay Company 


The Solvay Process Company has an- 
nounced that it soon would begin con- 
struction of a $1,900,000 power plant 
at Baton Rouge, La., to supply operat- 
ing energy for its $7,000,000 plant at 
Baton Rouge, in which alkalis and 
chlorine are manufactured. Since its 
establishment in 1933 the Solvay plant 
has been purchasing an average 6,500 
kw. of electrical power and 150,000 lb 
of steam per hour from the Gulf States 
Utilities Company. 

Construction of the new power plant 


will proceed simultaneously with con- 
struction of the new $1,000,000 “buna” 
synthetic rubber plant by the Standard 
Oil Company of Louisiana. A ten-year 
tax exemption has been granted Solvay 
for its new plant by the Louisiana State 
Board of Commerce and Industry. 


Fluorescent Tried Out 
as Rental Inducement 


One of the first attempts to make 
fluorescent lighting a major attraction 
in leasing office space is being carried 
out in the Broad Street Station Build. 
ing, at Sixteenth Street and Pennsy]- 
vania Boulevard, in Philadelphia. Five 
offices on the tenth floor—two of them 
presenting unusual problems by rea- 
son of being inside, windowless rooms 
—have been provided with the ultra- 
new lighting, installed in each case 
in ceiling fixtures. In addition, all of 
the rooms have been tastefully decor- 
ated and furnished and fully equipped 
for immediate use. 

The main emphasis, however, is on 
the fluorescent lighting, which is the 
outstanding feature in the planning of 
each room. A different type of installa- 
tion has been used in each of the five 
rooms, and in every case has been 
worked out to produce the best and 
most pleasing results for the individual 
office. In one form, with a ceiling 
heavily cross-beamed, the fluorescent 
lighting tubes, 144 inches in diameter, 
have been placed in the angles formed 
by the ceiling and the beams, with 
“matte” finished metallic reflecting sur- 
faces behind the tubes and no cover- 
ings over them. 

In another type of installation, rect- 
angular ceiling arrangements have been 
made with the tubes shielded by trans- 
lucent glass of different types and the 
fixtures suspended from the ceiling by 
“stems” ranging in length from 12 to 18 
inches. 


New Post for Whiting 


Justin R. Whiting, recently elected 
president of Commonwealth & Southern 
Corp., has been elected chairman of the 
board of directors of Ohio Edison Co., 
a subsidiary. 


Sets Bluestone Hearing 


Federal Judge George W. McClintic 
at Charleston, W. Va., has set Septem- 
ber 17 for a hearing on demurrers to 
the government’s amended bill in the 
case involving property for the Blue- 
stone Dam near Hinton, W. Va. 
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Connecticut Drive Sells 
3,415 Major Appliances 


Three-month campaign by Connecticut Light & Power combines 
dealers, employees and salesmen in drive which sells 2,320 
refrigerators, 714 ranges, 381 water heaters 


Two thousand three hundred and 
twenty electric refrigerators, 714 elec- 
tric ranges and 381 electric water heat- 
ers were sold in a fast-moving 90-day 
campaign directed by Connecticut Light 
& Power, A. M. Wade told Exectricar 
Wortp this week. Mr. Wade is also 
regional director of the Modern Kitchen 
Bureau. 

The appliance campaign, organized 
and directed by W. M. Walsh, mer- 
chandise manager, ran up a total of 
136.6 per cent of quota. 

A large proportion of sales were 
made by dealers, in conformance with 
Connecticut Light & Power’s estab- 
lished dealer-co-operation policy. 


Dealers, Employees 


Employees are encouraged to par- 
ticipate in the company’s successful 
operation through a bonus plan which 
rewards employees in cash for leads 
turned in to salesmen. An employee’s 
lead is protected for 60 days and if 
sale is completed within that period 
the following cash payments are made 
to employee: Water heater sale $3.50; 
rental, $2; electric range, $3; house- 
hold refrigerator, $2.50; commercial 
refrigerator, $3; dishwasher, $3; waste 
Disposall unit, $2. 

During the campaign employees 
turned in 2,947 leads, from which 1,015 
sales were made within the 60-day 
period. The 21.7 per cent ratio of 
actual sales to leads shows that em- 
ployees exercise discrimination in sup- 
plying leads to the salespeople. More- 
over, as an index of well-organized and 
broad employee co-operation, 33 per 
cent of the employees turned in the 
2,947 leads. In Essex and Danielson 
practically 50 per cent of the employees 
sent in leads, and 36 per cent of the 
Danielson leads resulted in sales, com- 
pared to 21.7 per cent for the company 
as a whole. 

Additional prize awards were given 
to the employees in each group secur- 
ing highest number of points (each 
point is worth 25 cents) as follows: 
Bookkeepers, lineman, etc., $10; in- 
formation clerks, meter readers, appli- 
ance service men, etc., $7.50; home- 
service girls, home-lighting people, etc., 
$. In short, the value of the prize 
increases as the work of the employee 
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is removed from normal work-day cus- 
tomer contacts. 

Currently the company is using the 
standard electric refrigerator to attract 
the low-use customer, Mr. Wade said. 

The company has about 15,000 resi- 
dential customers in the lower third of 
usage, which is set at less than 40 kw.- 
hr. per month. 

On the theme “electric refrigeration 
pays for itself” the company is offering 
refrigerators for $1 down, $1 a week. 
In three weeks 1,393 refrigerators have 
been sold, two-thirds of the sales being 
made by 180 co-operating dealers. The 
company hopes this high ratio will be 
maintained by dealers and looks for 
total sales of 5,000 in the nine-week 
campaign, all to low-use customers. 


Washington Water Power 
to Appeal PUD Decision 


Recent decision against Washington 
Water Power Co. in favor of public 
utility districts No. 2 of Grant County 
and No. 1 of Douglas County will be 
appealed to the state Supreme Court, 
according to A. E. Russell of the 
utility’s legal staff. 

Lower court held the public utility 
districts were entitled to an order of 
public use and necessity and could con- 


demn Washington Water Power trans- 
mission lines in their districts and the 
company’s franchise to maintain poles 
on streets and highways in the districts. 
The utility company maintains con- 
demnation is not necessary as the pub- 
lic utility district does not need fran- 
chises to operate. 


Generators for Chickasaw 
Ordered by Alabama 


Generating equipment has _ been 
ordered for delivery next year for in- 
stallation in the Alabama Power Com- 
pany’s Chickasaw steam plant near 
Mobile, now being extended at a cost 
of $4,000,000. Steel erection on the 
extension is under way. 

The power company will begin con- 
struction in the next couple of weeks 
of a 20,000-volt line running to the new 
army air depot reservation in Mobile. 


PUAA Booklets Available 


Utility companies are urged to place 
their orders now for the 1940 booklet 
of prize winning advertisements of the 
Public Utilities Advertising Associa- 
tion, according to an announcement by 
Thomas H. Spain, Newark, N. J., who 
is chairman of the association’s Better 
Copy Contest. This book of 62 pages 
contains all of the national and re- 
gional awards in the association’s con- 
test. 

About 150 copies are available, Mr. 
Spain said, and the supply will soon 
be exhausted. The price is $2.50 and 
orders should be sent to Mr. Spain, 
Public Service Electric & Gas Co., 80 
Park Place, Newark, N. J. 





TYPICAL DISPLAY used in Connecticut Light & Power territory during 90-day campaign 
which sold more than 3,400 major appliances. Three floodlighits supplement lighting, 
motion imparted to display by revolving electric cookery MKB message 
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Competitive Plant 
Granted Franchise 


The city of Beaumont has granted an 
electric power and light franchise to W. 
L. Dickson of Houston, who is said to 
represent Fairbanks-Morse interests. 
The directors of the new company to be 
organized will consist of Mr. Dickson, 
Fred G. Neu of Des Moines, Iowa, and 
A. L. Hogan of Guntersville, La. It will 
construct a power plant and distributing 
system at an initial cost of $1,500,000, 
Mr. Dickson said. 

The new project will compete with 
the Gulf States Utilities company, Stone 
& Webster affiliate serving a large por- 
tion of southeast Texas and southwest 
Louisiana. 

Construction of the plant is to begin 
by January, 1941, and it must be ready 
for operation within a year and a half 
from the present date. The location has 
not yet been announced, but it will be 
within the city limits. 

The franchise was granted for 30 
years, but it stipulated that after five 
years of continuous operation the city 
will have the right to acquire the plant 
at a sum to be determined by a board of 
appraisal. 

The franchise will be assigned by Mr. 
Dickson to the corporation now in the 
process of organization. Nearby refin- 
eries will supply raw fuel for the plant, 
which is to be powered by Diesel en- 


gines. 
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Interest Cut at Boulder; 
Repayments in 1987 


A measure was approved by President 
Roosevelt last week to modify Boulder 
Dam interest rates and defer repay- 
ments of flood control allocations until 
1987... 

The measure reduces the interest 
charges on government advances on 
the $115,000,000 project from 4 per 
cent to 3 per cent. 

Interest is waived entirely on a $25,- 
000,000 flood control allocation and re- 
payment is postponed until after 1987. 
The dam’s power plant may be taken 
over by the Reclamation Bureau from 
private and public power contractors. 


Beauharnois Developing 


Work is well under way near Valley- 
field, Quebec, in connection with the 
Beauharnois development expansion. 
About 100 men are engaged in prelim- 
inary work in connection with the $1,- 
000,000 contract awarded to Founda- 
tion Company of Canada for erection 
of dams between St. Timothee and 
Cedars, to raise the water level for the 
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Beauharnois plant. At present trees are 
being cleared and the ground prepared 
at the future dam sites. Some 500 men 
will be employed when actual work on 
the dams starts. 

Beauharnois is also erecting a power 
line to the new site and work is started 
on a 14-mile road. Preparations are un- 
der way for erection of a chemical 
plant on the larger island which will 
employ 2,000 men when completed. 





MEETINGS 


International Association of Electrical Inspectors 
—Annual meeting, southwestern section, Santa 
Barbara, oe ugust 26-30; northwestern sec- 
tion, Great Fal Is, Mont. September 3-6; south- 
ern section, Houston, September 16-20; 
western section, Kansas City M ey ‘September 
a _— section, New York Octo- 

er 7-11. 


American Institute of Electrical En pnons—te- 
cific Coast convention, Los Angeles, Calif., 
August 27-30; Middle Eastern district meeting, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, October 9-I1; winter oe 
tion, Philadelphia, Pa., January 27-31. 
Henline, national secretary, 33 West 39th" st 
New York, N. Y. 


American Society of Agricultural ae 
North Atlantic section, August Orono, 
Maine; fall meeting, December 2-6, tison 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers—Fall 
meetin Hotel Davenport, Spokane, Wash., 
Septem er 3-6; annual meeting, New York, 
N. Y., December 2-5. Davies, nationa 
secretary, 29 West 39th St., "New York, 


Pennsylvania Electric Asseciation—Annusl conven- 
tion, Bedford Senne Hotel, Bedford, Pa., 
September 4-6. A. Millar, ‘managing "direc: 
tor, State Street bide. Harrisburg, Pa. 


Illuminating Engineering Society — Annual meet- 
ing. sex and Sussex Hotel, Spring Lake, 
N. J., September 9-12. F. G. Horton, execu- 
—, secretary, 51 Madison Av., New York, 


Maryland Utilities Association — Fall convention, 
George wae. Hotel, Ocean Ci Md., 
September 6-7. G. F, Jones, secretary, ‘otomac 
Electric Power Co. Building, Washington, D, C, 


Rocky Mountain Electric League—Annual conven- 
tion, Albuquerque, N. ., September 9-I1. 
Geor e Lewis Manager, Gas & Electric Build- 
ing, Denver, Colo. 


Wisconsin Utilities Association—Annual conven- 
tion, accounting section, Lawsonia Hotel, 
Green Lake, Wis., September 16-17. A. F. 
tierwia Executive secretary, 135 West Wells 

lwaukee, W Wis. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—National 
convention, Chicago, Ill., September 24-27. 
Brent Wiley. managing director, Empire Bldg., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


indiana Electric Association—Annual Someion. 
French Lick, Ind., September 25-27. E. Blos- 
‘ee. secretary, i414 Circle Tower, radhimemeie 


Empire State Gas and Electric Association—An- 
nual convention, Westchester Country Club, 
Rye, N. Y., September 26-27. George H. 
Sei yoyo. Grand Central Terminal, New 
or 


Electrochemical Soci * mare Ottawa, 
Canada, October 2- Colin Pink, secre- 
tary, Columbia University, Bag York, N. Y. 


International Municipal Signal Association—An- 
nual meeting, Roosevelt Hotel, Jacksonville, 
Fla., October 14-17. Irvin Shulsinger, secretary, 
Eight East 4ist St., New York, N. Y. 


American Welding Soclety—A nnual aemee. in 
conjunction with the tional Metal Exposi- 
tion, Cleveland, Ohio, October 20-25. Miss M. 

Kelly, secretary, 29 West 39th St., New York, 

National Electrical Contractors Association 
Fail meant, George Washin me, Hotel, 
Jacksonville, Fla., October 21-23. W. Davis, 
genera. manager, 420 Lexington Avenue, New 


National ata Manufacturers Assoclat 
Semi-Annual convention, Hotel William Penn 
Pittsburgh, Pa., October 22-25. . Donald 
Tolles, managing director, 165 Broadway, New 
York, 'N. Y. 

National Electrical Wholesalers Assoclation— 
Annual meeting, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New 
York, N. Y,, ctober 27-November |. 
Donald, managing director, 155 East 44th ‘St. 
New York, N. 








Three Cities Reject 
Municipal Plants 


Three cities served by the Interstate 
Power Company have recently turned 
down proposals to install municipal 
light and power plants in their commu- 
nities. 

For the second time in less than 
three months, and the third time within 
five years, residents of Oelwein, Iowa, 
on July 18 voted on the municipal 
plant issue; 1,233 cast their vote for 
the plant and 1,940 against. A mu- 
nicipal light and power plant would 
have cost $590,000. 

On the same date the voters of Wau- 
kon, Iowa, turned down the municipal 
issue; 578 voted for the plant, 848 
against. 

Rushford, Minn., citizens voted 185 
for establishing a $90,000 municipal 
light and power plant in their town, 
while 323 persons voted against the 
issue. Rushford at the present time 
is being served wholesale by the Inter- 
state Power Company. 


Home Laundry Campaign 
Next on Edison Schedule 


On September 1 Consolidated Edi- 
son of N. Y. plans to begin a broad 
promotion plan on modern home laun- 
dry equipment. Plans are in charge of 
a committee headed by Edward H. 
Holmberg. 

All types of equipment will be fea- 
tured as well as water heaters, dryers, 
radios, sewing machines, laundry illu- 
mination and such items. 

The drive will last 60 days and will 
be directed at builders, home owners, 
apartment house owners and apart- 
ment house tenants. 


Edison Battery Buys 
Plants Site at Cairo 


The battery division of Thomas A. 
Edison, Inc., has acquired 16 acres of 
land at Cairo, Ill., at the junction of 
the Ohio and the Mississippi Rivers. 

The new plant, it was said, will not 
affect production at the Kearny, N. J., 
plant and has been selected in order 
to lower transportation costs in na- 
tional distribution. 


Lot for Union Electric 


A 2484-acre tract near Venice, IIl., 
has been purchased by the Union Elec- 
tric Co. of Ilinois for storage of coal 
and other supplies for construction of 
a new power plant at Venice. 
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3 per week for 


20 yrs. continuous 


service! 


Do you know that the cost of a Reclosing Fuse Cut- 
out “Type RP2-56” over the cost of a single opera- 
tion Fuse Cutout “Type PVD”, when figured over 
20 years of service, is only 144c per week? Weigh 
this additional cost against the loss of revenue during 
service interruptions — and the cost of troubleman’s 
trip when a single operation fuse cutout interrupts. 





Reclosing Fuse Cutouts give you a second and third 
line of defense against minor faults, reduce outage 
time to approximately one second and keep your 
outage cost down to one fuse link, 


L-M has a complete line of Reclosing Fuse Cutouts 
in porcelain housed and open designs and only L-M 
Reclosers give you all these dependable protection fea- 
tures—Fully Automatic Operation—Easy, Safe, Simple 
Handling —Unmistakable Indication of Open Position 
—Adjustable Time Delay—Vibration-proof Contacts. 





Where continuous service is desired 
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Perhaps you might also be interested in the NEW 
Type “RP-515”. This is a 5000 volt — 100 Ampere 
Porcelain Housed Unit designed to connect to ANY 
single operation cutout (now on your line) to change 
it into a Reclosing Fuse Cutout. Ask your L-M repre- 
sentative to show you a sample — or write 


LINE MATERIAL CO. 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
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NEW HIGH LINE FOR MAINE—Central Main 
entering Maxcy’s substation at Windsor, after a 


link in Pine Tree State’ 


DUKE POWER ADDS 80,000 KW.—Started early in 1939, Duke Power Company's new Cliffside station, 
now advances system an 80,000-kw. step nearer to total installed generating capacity of 1,000,000 kw. 


100-KW. OVEN SPEEDS PLANE CONSTRUCTIO 
craft Corp. are assembled for baking in this | 
10 x 10 x 40 ft.. operating temperatures 180-25 
Dies or forms are constructed for the desired 
1/24 in. thick, are superimposed one upon ar 
used. This is sprayed on each layer during a 
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CONSTRUCTION AT CLIFFSIDE—Switchyard for Duke Power station at Cliffside nears completion as 


80,000 kw. of new capacity is installed in newly constructed station. One 40,000-kw. unit is already in 
regular service. The second is almost ready in station. shown above 
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DUSTRY 


al Maine Power's new 110-kv. transmission line 
, after a 40-mile run from Detroit to form a major 
ree State's power network 
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STRUCTION—Bodies for plastic planes of Timm Air- 
in this 100-kw. open coil Despatch oven. Oven is 
es 180-250 deg. F., baking time two to four hours. 
desired contours, then spruce veneers, each about 
upon another. A thermosetting phenolic resin is 

uring assembly in order to serve as the bonding agent 
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GUN OF INDUSTRIAL DEFENSE—This 130,000-lb. shaft, resembling a battleship cannon, will be 
used by General Electric in building one of the new 75,000-hp. generators, turning the waters 
of Bonneville’s $51,000,000 government project in Oregon into electricity 
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NETWORF PROTECTOR 
NET@ORK PROTECTOR 


COMOARY MAINS) 


WUM RELIABILITY. . exam- 
" secondary network distri- 
1 system installation in a 
‘house. This system provides 
maximum reliability for 
power house auxiliaries. 
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BORN: IN NEW YORK... 

first secondary network dis- 
tribution system was installed in 
New York in 1922. The curve shows, 
by number of cities, the rapid accept- 
ance and growth—totaling 146 cities 
by the end of 1939. 


OVERHEAD INSTALLATION... 
of transformer and protector for 
secondary network system—de- 
signed so that both can be 
mounted on a single pole. 


-»- showing the extent of Westinghouse 
activities in research; in the manufacture 
and application of equipment for A-C 
Secondary Network Systems, and in pro- 
moting the use of electricity. These activi- 
ties, which result in better service to you 
and a wider use of electricity by your 
customers, have been encouraged by your 
purchases of Westinghouse apparatus. 


WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC & MANUFACTURING CO. 
EAST PITTSBURGH, PA. 


J-97019 


UNDERGROUND INSTALLATION... network units 
installed in vault. Transformers are filled with Westing- 
house noninflammable Inerteen. 


COMPACT DESIGN... permits easy installa- 
tion of equipment as a complete unit—saving 
time and money. 


Tune in “Musiest Americana,” N. B. C. Network, 
Coast-te-Coast, every Tuesday evening. 
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Energy Output Soars 





to New 1940 Record 


Repeating the previous week’s rise 
of more than seasonal proportions, pro- 
duction of electricity in the week ended 
July 27 registered the steepest climb 
on record for any week not following 
a holiday week, and rose to 2,600,- 
723,000 kw.-hr., according to the Edi- 
son Electric Institute, a new 1940 high. 

The week ended July 27 thus became 
the highest output week since the rec- 
ord week of December 23, when elec- 
tricity production was 2,641,458,000 
kw.-hr. Production in the most recent 
week was 11.1 per cent ahead of the 
corresponding week of last year, 24.2 
per cent above 1938 and 15.3 per cent 
in advance of 1937. 


Weekly Output Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1940 1939 1937 
July 27 2,601 July 29 2,342 July 31 2,256 
July 20 2,524 Joly 22 2,295 July 24 2,259 
July 13 2,483 July 15 2,324 July 17 2,298 
July 6 2,265 July 8 2,078 July 10 2,0% 
June 29 2,514 July | 2,300 July 3 2,238 
June 22 2,509 June 24 2,285 June 26 2,238 
Per Cent Change from Previous Year 

Week Ending 

July 27 July 20 July 13 

New MNES pach valde +27 +54 +321 
Middle Atlantic ....... +89 +96 +5.2 
Central Industrial ..... +17.6 +16.8 +12.1 
West Central ......... +H.7 +39 +06 
Southern States ....... +86 +65 +2. 
Rocky Mountain ...... +18.4 +18.1 +21.6 
NE AAG 13 sae dd 0 6 0 +32 +44 +653 
United States ....... +1l.l +100 +468 
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The Central Industrial region con- 
tinued to increase its gain over 1939; 
the 17.6 per cent margin in the week 
ended July 27 was the largest since that 
of 18.1 per cent in the week ended 
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January 6. Greatest gain, however, was 
made in the West Central states, which 
went above the national average with 
a figure of 11.7 per cent. Mountain 
states maintained first position. 





Energy Sales Gain 
14.3% Over Year Ago 


A record number of customers of the 
electric light and power industry— 
29,499,424—used 9,368,727,000 kw.-hr., 
approximately 1.1 per cent more than 
in April, but less than in February, 
when consumption amounted to 9,495,- 
028,000 kw.-hr., based on Edison Elec- 
tric Institute reports. For this energy, 
which was 14.3 per cent more than they 
used in May, 1939, ultimate customers 
paid $193,287,500, a decrease of less 
than 1 per cent from April but an in- 
crease of 7.2 per cent over May, 1939. 

Continued industrial production was 





Classification of Sales, May, 1940, and 
Change from 1939 (Revised Series) 
arene nasal ceca ith side iaiers oat cokoaas 


Million Kw.-Hr. % 

1940 1939 Change 

Residential or domestic.... 1,787 1,599 +11.7 
Rural (distinct rural rates 

Only)... ncawinsecani es cekss 153 175 —12.8 

Commercial or industrial 

a : re poner Tea La Lae + 

rge light & power..... . ' < 

Stree? & i hw: eee. t 5 


ay itg 3 + 
Other public authorities.. 215 
Railways & railroads 
Street & interurban rwys. 315 315 
Electrified steam railr'ds. 153 150 
Interdepartmental 62 


Total to ultimate customers 9,369 
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reflected in record sales for the current 
year to large light and power customers, 
who used about 4 per cent more energy 
than in April and 21.4 per cent more 
than in May of last year. Number of 
rural customers—those on distinct rural 
rates—showed a 12.9 per cent gain 
over May of last year to 660,707, but 
consumption was down 12.8 per cent 
in May this year from a year ago, 
traceable to a decrease in irrigation. 

Average residential consumption for 
the year ended May 31 was 921 kw.-hr., 
average annual bill was $36.10, in- 
creases of 5.6 and 1.5 per cent, re- 
spectively, over the preceding year; 
average rate was 3.92 cents per kw.-hr., 
a decrease of 3.9 per cent. 


Adds Electrochemical Unit 


An electrochemical unit for the pro- 
duction of sodium chlorate and certain 
allied forms of chlorates will be added 
at the new plant of R. N. Chipman 
Co. in Portland, Ore. Initial installa- 
tion will be 1,100 kw., with provision 


for possible future expansion. Power © 


will be supplied by Northwestern Elec- 
tric Co. 


1940 





Air Conditioning 
Up 43% in St. Louis 


Measured in power units, the air- 
cooling and air-conditioning installa- 
tions in the immediate St. Louis areas 
during the first six months of this year 
were 43 per cent greater than in the 
corresponding period of last year. The 
actual number of installations was 14 
per cent greater. 

Among the various classifications for 
the first six months of 1940, it is dis- 
closed that 188 residences have in- 
stalled air-cooling equipment despite 
the relatively cool weather. In the 
first six months of last year 147 resi- 
dences were in the list. The total 
number of residences and apartments 
now having this comfort in this area 
amounts to 1,454 with an aggregate of 
2,181 hp. 

There were 400 installations of all 
kinds this season to June 30, as against 
350 a year ago, and the aggregate 
horsepower amounts to 5,203, as against 
3,624 a year ago. 

The number of offices included is 
111. There were 33 restaurants and 


similar establishments among the con- 
verts so far this season, and three 
beauty shops and two barber shops. 
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Cameron President-Elect 
of Illuminating Society 


A. D. Cameron, who was recently 
elected president of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society, has been identified 
with the lighting field for thirty years. 
Since 1931 he has been with the Holo- 
phane Co., in the capacity of vice- 
president and a member of the board 
of directors. 

Born in Lockport, N. Y., Mr. Cam- 


Bachrach 


eron studied electrical engineering at 
Penn State. He entered the General 
Electric Co. street lighting department 
in 1910, subsequently becoming man- 
ager. During the World War he was 
executive officer radio division, Signal 
Corps, and saw service both in this 
country and in France. He was dis- 
charged as a Major in the Reserve 
Corps. 

Mr. Cameron has been an active mem- 
ber of the Illuminating Engineering 
Society for many years, serving on a 
number of committees, and as general 
secretary for three years and vice- 
president for two years. 


PJ. D. Henxet, Jr., division manager 
of the Alabama Power Co. operations 
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at Huntsville, Ala., for the past ten 
years, has been named general man- 
ager of the electrical distribution sys- 
tem of Huntsville and Madison County, 
which has been transferred by the 
utility company to the city of Hunts- 
ville. 


> W. C. MULLENDORE, executive vice- 
president of Southern California Edison 
Co., was elected trustee of the Mutual 
Life Insurance Co. of New York at a 
recent meeting at the company’s home 
office. 


> Merritt E. SKINNER, vice-president 
of the Buffalo Niagara Electric Corp., 
has been appointed chairman of the 
industrial development and mobiliza- 
tion committee of the Buffalo Chamber 
of Commerce. 


> Henry M. Price, superintendent of 
the Potomac Edison Co., at Cumber- 
land, Md., has been appointed one of 
the nineteen members on the Maryland 
Council of Defense and Resources ap- 
pointed by Gov. Herbert R. O’Conor. 


> Joun C. Syxora has been appointed 
general sales manager of the Gould 
Storage Battery Corp. Mr. Sykora has 
been in the storage battery business with 
the Gould company for the past 21 
years. He entered the New York sales 
office in 1919. By 1922 he was in 
charge of sales and service for the New 
York factory branch and in 1927 was 
transferred to Depew as assistant to 
C. W. Bell, general sales manager. 
Since that time Mr. Sykora has made 
his headquarters in Depew, with the 
exception of one year in Washington, 
D. C., when he acted as special repre- 
sentative for the Gould company, con- 
tacting the procurement division of the 
federal government. 


> Martin MartTINSEN, formerly con- 
nected with the Wisconsin Gas & Elec- 
ric Co. in Racine, has been named man- 
ager of that utility’s branch office in 
Cudahy. He succeeds WENDELL Kocn, 
who has been assigned to sales and 
promotional work, remaining at Cudahy. 





Winnipeg Electric Names 
C. S. Riley Vice-President 


C. S. Riley, president of the Northern 
Trusts Co. and vice-president and man- 
aging director of the Canadian Fire 
Insurance Co. was recently elected vice- 
president of the Winnipeg Electric Co., 
Winnipeg, Canada. 

Educated in Winnipeg public schools, 
Mr. Riley was connected with the 
Northern Pacific Railway, traffic depart- 
ment, from 1892 to 1899, when he joined 
the Canadian Fire Insurance Co., then 
in its infancy, and has been identified 
with this and other local companies 
since. 

In addition to the above-mentioned 
positions he is at the present time vice- 
president and managing director of the 
Canadian Indemnity Co., a member of 
the Canadian committee of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Co. and a director of the 
Royal Bank of Canada. 


> Gienn C. MEApER, who has been in 
charge of distribution in the La Crosse, 
Wis., area for the Northern States 
Power Co., has been promoted to dis- 
tribution engineer for the company with 
headquarters in Eau Claire. Mr. Mea- 
der is being succeeded at La Crosse 
by P. A. Peterson, Abbottsford, Wis., 
who has been associated with the com- 
pany in the Eau Claire and Chippewa 
Falls districts for a number of years. 


> Georce D. Conant has joined Tide 
Water Power Co., Wilmington, N. C., as 
merchandise sales supervisor, covering 
gas and electric equipment. Most re- 
cently with Florida Public Service Co. 
as commercial and power salesman, Mr. 
Conant was in the sales promotional de- 
partment of the Utilities Management 
from 1933,to 1936. From 1936 to 1939 
he was new business manager for the 
Arizona General Utilities Co. at Safford. 
He has been connected with the electric 
utility field since 1923. 
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E. F. Scattergood Retires; 
Gardett Named Successor 


E. F. Scattergood, general manager 
and chief electrical engineer of the 
Los Angeles Bureau of Power and 
Light since its inception, was retired 
last month. H. C. Gardett, assistant 





E. F. Scattergood 


chief electrical engineer, was appointed 
as his successor. Roy Martindale, oper- 
ating engineer, was moved to the posi- 
tion vacated by Mr. Gardett. 

The Los Angeles Board of Water and 
Power Commissioners retired Mr. Scat- 
tergood at his own request and re- 
tained him in an advisory capacity for 
the next five years at his present salary 
of $24,000, after which he will receive 





H. C. Gardett 


half the sum as annual compensation 
for life. 

Before going to Los Angeles in 1906 
Mr. Scattergood was a member of the 
faculty of Georgia Tech. Both he and 
Mr. Gardett began working for the city 
in that year, being connected with 
power development along the line of the 
aqueduct. The bureau was created 
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about a decade later with Mr. Scatter- 
good as its head. He is 69 years of age. 


> K. W. Apxins, engineer for the Mis- 
souri Inspection Bureau, St. Louis, has 
been elected president of the Interna- 
tional Association of Electrical Inspec- 
tors. A member of the LA.E.I. Execu- 
tive Council since the organization of 
the association, Mr. Adkins became an 
active member of the Western section 
of Electrical Inspectors in 1907 and 
was president of this association for 
the year 1920-21. He was chairman of 
the Western Association Committee on 
the Installation and Operation of In- 
duction Motors, which developed the 
motor wiring tables that were the fore- 
runners of the present National Elec- 
trical Code motor tables. 


> Georce E. Mutiny, Jr., has been ap- 
pointed manager of the new farm sales 
section formed in Bridgeport, Conn., 
to promote the sale of products of the 
General Electric appliance and mer- 
chandise department to the farm mar- 
ket. Mr. Mullin reports to C. M. 
Snyder and to J. M. Crawford for activi- 
ties affecting, respectively, the appli- 
ance and the construction materials 
divisions. General Electric’s special 
attention to the demands of the rural 
electrical market is thus further aligned 
with the company’s main sales efforts. 
Mr. Mullin was formerly a member of 
the rural electrification section that has 
been in existence since 1923 at Schenec- 
tady as part of the central station 
department. More recently he was 
associated with the electrical traveling 
exposition which toured the country 
under the sponsorship of the REA. A 
graduate of Purdue University, Mr. 
Mullin was a G.E. apparatus salesman 
in the company’s Indianapolis office 
from 1928 to 1936. George Rietz, is 
manager of the rural electrification sec- 
tion at Schenectady, responsible for 
promoting apparatus sales in the farm 
market. 


> Cuartes J. Cowarp has been ap- 
pointed director of advertising and sales 
promotion of the Kelvinator division of 
the Nash-Kelvinator Corp. Mr. Coward, 
who leaves his position as account 
executive for the Ralph H. Jones Co., 
Cincinnati, to assume his new duties at 
Kelvinator, fills the vacancy left by J. 
Nelson Stuart, who recently resigned to 
return to sales management work. Mr. 
Coward has had ten years of diversified 
experience in advertising and sales pro 
motion work. 

Mr. Coward has just been appointed 
chairman of the plan committee of the 
Modern Kitchen Bureau. He has been 
active in the work of the Modern 
Kitchen Bureau for the past three years. 


3. 1940 


OBITUARY 


> CuristopHEeR A. Bonerz, an electri- 
cal engineer with Cutler-Hammer, Inc., 
died suddenly July 6, of a heart attack, 
at his home at Hales Corners, Wis. Mr. 
Bonerz was a native of Milwaukee and 
joined Cutler-Hammer at the age of 17. 
He was 47 years old. 


> Esen Trirritt, a member of the elec- 
trical staff of the maintenance and engi- 
neering department of the River Works, 
General Electric Co., Lynn, Mass., died 
at a Boston hospital on July 5, follow- 
ing an operation. He had been with 
the company for 30 years. 


> Water R. Jones, industrial sales 
manager of Johns-Manville’s Pacific 
Coast territory, died July 16 at San 
Francisco, after a short illness. Mr. 
Jones, who was 59 years old, was a 
lifelong resident of San Francisco and 
had a wide acquaintanceship among 
Pacific Coast industrial men. He had 
been associated with the Johns-Man- 
ville organization for 35 years. 


> Maurice E. Murcuter, general sales 
manager of the Sterling Engine Co., 
Buffalo, N. Y., since 1920, died sud- 
denly July 22 at his home in Kenmore, 
N. Y., in his fifty-second year. He had 
been associated with the Sterling 
organization since 1913. Employed at 
first in the purchasing department, he 
soon became advertising manager of 
the company and from this position 
rose to that of sales manager. 


>Joun L. Fyxe, general superin- 
tendent of the electrical and steam 
turbine shops of the Allis-Chalmers 
Manufacturing Co., died suddenly July 
24 at his home in Milwaukee, in his 
fifty-sixth year. Mr. Fyke joined the 
Allis-Chalmers company in 1905 as a 
graduate student apprentice and 
assumed in 1935 the position he held at 
the time of his death. He was a gradu- 
ate of the engineering school of Ohio 
State University. 


> Joun P. Rapcuirr, Jr., who retired 
July 1 as assistant secretary of the 
Yonkers Electric Light & Power Co., 
Yonkers, N. Y., after serving the com- 
pany for more than 48 years, died July 
24, after an illness of two weeks. Mr. 
Radcliff, who had been active in the 
civic life of Yonkers more than 45 
years, was 68 years of age. He began 
his career in 1892 with the Yonkers 
Schuyler Electric Light Co., which 
later was consolidated with the Thom- 
son Houston Electric Co. to form the 
Yonkers Electric Light & Power Co. 
He was made office manager in 1900, 
holding that position until 1925, when 
he was appointed general commercial 
manager. Five years later he became 
assistant secretary. 
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Announces $500,000 
Expansion Program 


A $500,000 expansion program an- 
nounced by the Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Co. in Philadelphia, 
Pa., this week will include a modern 
office building to accommodate 700 
Westinghouse office workers at the 
company’s big steam turbine plant. The 
building will be provided with artifi- 
cial daylight from fluorescent lamps, 
soundproof floors and ceilings. 

Included in the new building will be 
an auditorium for assemblies, seating 
350 persons, and a cafeteria for em- 
ployees, capable of serving 600 persons 
at a time. 

Steel construction got under way on 
July 29 on the new building, which 
will be completed in November. It will 
be three stories high, of stone and 
brick construction, and will have 
110,000 sq.ft. of floor space. 

Expansion of office facilities was 
made necessary by rapidly growing 
production schedules of land and 
marine turbines at the plant, where 
3,400 persons are now on the payroll, 
according to R. A. McCarty, steam 
division manager. With the largest 
working force in the history of the 
plant, the office staff also has risen to 
nearly 700 persons, Mr. McCarty ex- 
plained. 

General contractors for the new 
building are United Engineers & Con- 
structors of Philadelphia. Architects 
are Hunting, Davis & Dunnells of 
Pittsburgh. 


Electric Furnaces 
for Republic Steel 


As soon as materials are available 
and building alterations have been com- 
pleted Republic Steel Corp. plans to 
install two more 50-ton electric fur- 
naces at its Canton, Ohio, works. 

Upon completion of the proposed 
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installation Republic will have three 
furnaces of 50-ton capacity, three of 
25-ton capacity, three of 15-ton capac- 
ity and two of 6-ton, a total of eleven 
electric furnaces. 

The first 50-ton furnace was placed in 
operation in April, together with a 25- 
ton furnace which had been transferred 
from the Buffalo works. 


CIO Wins at Mansfield 


The National Labor Relations Board 
announced certification of United Elec- 
trical, Radio and Machine Workers of 
America (CIO) as the sole collective 
bargaining agency selected by a major- 
ity of production and maintenance em- 
ployees of Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co., at Mansfield, Ohio. 
Board action was based upon a secret 
ballot election, resulting in a count of 
1,714 to 1,326 in favor of the CIO union. 


ANUFACTURING - MARKETS 


G.E. Reassures 
Investors on War 


“If necessary,” General Electric Co. 
could write off the entire $29,100,000 
of foreign investments it holds outside 
the Americas without affecting the 
company’s earned surplus of $124,- 
310,000, Philip D. Reed, chairman, and 
Charles E. Wilson, president, told 
stockholders last week. 

In the pamphlet accompanying the 
17lst dividend and quarterly report, 
export business during 1940 to date 
is estimated at about 8 per cent of 
General Electric’s total volume of busi- 
ness, while for the past ten years it 
has averaged less than 7 per cent. 

During the last five years, according 
to the letter, approximately 58 per cent 
of the total sales booked by Interna- 
tional General Electric represented 
goods exported to various countries in 
the Americas. 
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DYNAMOMETER FOR RELIANCE—Undergoing test for normal or real efficiency is 4 
200-hp., 1.750-r.p.m., a.c. splash-proof Reliance motor. ‘Openings shown in lower 
part of motor brackets are for air intake to the motor. Air exhaust is from the lower 
part of the stator. New dynamometer will test 400-hp. motor at 1,800 r.p.m., a 300-hp. 
motor at 1.200 r.p.m. and a 225-hp. motor at 900 r.p.m. 
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Manufacturers Show 
Earnings Increases 


Net income of Allis-Chalmers Manu- 
facturing Co. for the second quarter 
was $1,639,889, as compared with $990,- 
146 in the same period of 1939, a 
gain of 66 per cent. For the six 
months of 1940 net income was $2,- 
609,758, as compared with $1,700,423 
in the same period a year ago, an in- 
crease of 53 per cent. Increase in net 
income during current six months, as 
compared with similar period in 1939, 
was due mainly to increased billings 
and production, according to the com- 
pany. 

Reports of other manufacturers fol- 
low: 


Bascock & Witcox and wholly 
owned subsidiaries—Six months ended 
June 30, subject to audit, net profit, 
$1,474,905, as compared with net loss 
in like 1939 period of $636,620. 

CanaDaA Wire & Cas_eE—Six months 
to June 30, net income $380,000, 
against $154,838. 

CuTLer-HAMMER — Six months to 
June 30, net profit, $742,363, against 
$243,413: 

FAIRBANKS, Morse and subsidiaries 
—Six months ended June 30, net profit, 
$948,177, against $718,397. 

NasH-KELvINATOR — Quarter ended 
June 30, net profit, $901,939, against 
$108,264. Nine months ended June 30, 
net profit, $1,307,878, against net loss, 
$1,330,934. 

WortTHINGcTON Pump & MACHINERY 
and subsidiaries—Six months ended 
June 30, net profit, $1,078,922, against 
net loss, $95,614. 


Washer Sales Rise Sharply 


Sales of Bendix automatic washers 
in the first six months this year were 
292 per cent of the total for the same 
period of 1939, according to J. S. 
Sayre, vice-president in charge of sales, 
Bendix Home Appliances. 


Will Build Addition 
Allen-Bradley Co., Milwaukee, will 


erect a two-story addition to its plant 
at an approximate cost of $65,000. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Business indices are either coasting along on a plateau well above last year’s 
levels or are softening slightly. Normal seasonal trends in important general 
components of industry and uncertainties hanging over Great Britain’s position 
are viewed as the major factors in this situation. 


NEW YORE 
June orders were 13 per cent over May, 
the t rise so far this year, according 
to the nt of Commerce, while 


manufacturing inventories, as a whole, 
declined about 0.3 per cent in June. Prices 
for raw mat and for finished goods 
have not yet started to rise, but this is 
held to result from the delays inherent in 
proper organization of the nation’s defense 
program. 

Business men this week were eyeing two 
more significant events. First was the 
half-billion dollars requested of Congress 
to provide South American credits via the 
Export and Import Bank. Second was the 
realistic step taken by General Motors in 
charging $26,700,000 i in the second quarter 
against operations and earmarked to the 
extent of $20,500,000 for possible addi- 
tional taxes. 

Engineering construction awards are re- 
ported by Engineering News-Record as 24 
per cent above the volume reported in the 
corresponding week of 1939. The drop 
of 69 per cent below the previous 1940 
week is due more to large totals reported 
in the previous week. 

Three consecutive weekly gains over 
1939 values bring 1940 construction to $1,- 
742,468,000, which is practically even with 
the total of $1,744,693,000 reported for the 
first 30 weeks of 1939. Private awards of 
$552,794,000 are 26 per cent higher than 
a year ago and public construction of 
$1,189,674,000 is 9 per cent below last 
year’s levels. 

At the fall lamp show buyers were shoot- 
ing for 10 per cent increases in purchases, 
but found imported goods to be 15-25 per 
cent higher. Commitments were confined 
to wares needed in early fall sales and 
plans were made for reorders as circum- 
stances may require. 

Industry is proceeding to get itself 
lined up for defense operations, with big- 
gest bulge so far in heavy electrical equip- 
ment sales. June sales were 15-20 per cent 
above May and July figures point to a 
larger rate of gain. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Brockton Edison Co. has ordered an- 
other 1,500-kva. type “CSP” 13.8/4.6/2.4 
kv. Westinghouse power transformer. Allis- 
Chalmers has received orders for a com- 
plete electrically operated sawmill equip- 
ment to be installed in a new lant re- 
cently acquired at Howland, ine, by 
.the Atlas Plywood Corp. Included in the 
order are a 7-ft. band-mill, deck machin- 
ery, edgers, motors and switch and control 
apparatus. B. F. Sturtevant, Boston. has 
obtained the contract for furnishing the 
Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co. with 
mechanical draft equipment oe as er 
Insulated Wire Co., Pawtucket, R 
been awarded a navy order for sak 
cable amounting to : 

Small motor orders continue to step up 
to higher levels and buying is reported 
vigorous as a result of large government 
orders for textiles, machinery and metal 
products awarded to industries in this 

ict. Electric commercial cooking 
equipment and refrigeration has been un- 
dergoing a quick upturn, with the result 
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that a number of interesting awards have 
been given out. ~ prominent distributor 

i for cooking apparatus 
during the past month more than double 
those of 1939 for the same period. 


Massachusetts Metropolitan District 
Commission is es 2 small power 
plant for the Winsor project, now 


well along toward completion. 
plant will develop 750 hp. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Manufacturers report fairly good ma- 
chinery business from industrials and from 
firms, including small motors as a part of 
their product. Such orders cover $5,000 
fractional-horsepower motors for pressure 
oreeine ced small lathe nae $11,000 
of w equipment; two p. motors, 
value $5,000, for a paint firm; $25,000 
gold dredging machinery with transformers 
and breakers for central Sierra a, and 
two 250 hp. motors, value $7,000, for a 
sugar refinery. Food manufacturers have 
bought a small generator and control for 
a creamery, $5,000 motors and controls 
for a milling firm and $7,000 transformers 
for a brewery. 

Crop conditions are excellent, but lost 
foreign markets may hit regions dependent 
upon single crops. For example, Oregon 
bean farmers have been noti by can- 
neries of a considerably decreased pack, 
which will curtail electrical wiring and 
merchandising in such areas. Pacific Gas 
& Electric Co. purchases have included 
four 2,000-kva. switchgear ipments, 
value $70,000; a 5,000-kva. transformer for 
station A, Eureka, value $22,000, and sev- 
eral three-phase current-limiting reactors. 


is power 


CHICAGO 


‘The rapidly rising trend of business 
picked up additional momentum last w 
in nearly every line. Defense buying 
moved forward, not only in the quanti- 
tative placement of orders but also in a 
broadening of the effect of such purchases. 
e the most spectacular purchases have 
been "tee aircraft and naval expansion, the 
latest awards have branched out into other 
lines, with a most noticeable effect on 
construction and building. This general 
improvement is reflected by the marked 
gain in the number of inquiries and new 
orders for electrical equipment. 
Electric power output increased sharpl 
over the previous week, rising to ots a 
13 per cent above a year ago. 
permits were issued on six plant ar 
ing jobs to include i ation of 576 
circuits, 3,126 lights, 620 receptacles and 


173 motors totaling 308 hp. e Interna- 
tional Harvester Company is ins 
fluorescent units and 27 motors egat- 


ing 130 hp. at the McCormick Works. 
New street lighting equipment will include 
2,900 poles, 7,350 iron crossarms _ 
clamps, 11,100 transposition e standard 
line insulators, 3 mogul lamp ot 
3,700 brackets and 3. porcelain enamel 
reflectors. Bids have been requested on 
60,000 ft. of 3%-in. fibre conduit. 

The sustained hot weather during the 
past week has resulted in a tremendous 
increase in the demand for fans and room 
coolers. 
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Stocks Move Upward: Bonds Hold Firm 


Following the general market trend, electric light and power stock prices advanced 
during the past week. “Electrical World” index rose to 29.2 from 28.8 the preceding 
week; last year, 32.6. Bonds remained unchanged at 105.6 





N. Y. Utility Plans 
Security Issues 


Central New York Power Corp. has 
petitioned the Public Service Commis- 
sion for authority to issue $6,000,000 of 
3% per cent twenty-five year bonds and 
105,263 shares of no par value common 
stock of a total stated value of $3,000,- 
000. The company proposes to use the 
funds for extension and improvement 
of system plants in various parts of its 
territory. In a companion petition, the 
Niagara-Hudson Power Corp., which is 
the parent holding company of Cen- 
tral Power, is asking the commission’s 
consent to the acquisition of the com- 
mon shares if Central Power’s petition 
is approved. ‘ 

In its petition Central New York 
Power Corp. states that it proposes to 
sell the bonds at 101 per cent of par to 
realize not less than $6,060,000. The 
common stock will be sold, if author- 
ized, to the Niagara-Hudson company 
at $28.50 per share, making a total of 
over $9,000,000 which the company 
seeks in new funds. 

The company’s plans include an 
additional unit to its steam plant at 
Oswego, extension of its electric trans- 
mission and distribution system, in- 
cluding substations and improvement 
and enlargement of its gas production 
facilities. 


Simplification Program 
to Be Heard Before SEC 


SEC has announced a public hear- 
ing on August 8 on the application of 
Standard Gas & Electric Co. for ap- 
proval of a plan of simplification under 
Section 11 (e) of the Holding Com- 
pany Act. The application, originally 
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filed June 14, proposed a plan for the 
divestment by Standard Gas & Electric 
Co. of control of San Diego Consoli- 
dated Gas & Electric Co. and the Cali- 
fornia Oregon Power Co. 

In an amendment to its application 
recently filed, Standard eliminated from 
its proposed plan the inclusion of the 
California Oregon Power Co. It dis- 
closed, however, the details of its pro- 
posal to divest itself of control of San 
Diego Consolidated Gas & Electric. 


Iowa Southern Utilities 
Sells $12,660,000 Bonds 


Iowa Southern Utilities Co. of Dela- 
ware has offered two refunding issues 
of bonds totaling $12,660,000. The is- 
sues consist of $10,000,000 of first mort- 
gage bonds, 4 per cent series due 1970, 
and $2,660,000 general mortgage 4% 
per cent sinking fund bonds due May 1, 
1950. 

Both issues are priced at $101 and 
accrued interest. The net proceeds of 
the new bonds, together with other 
funds, will be used to redeem outstand- 
ing first and refunding mortgage is- 
sues. 

The only other funded debt of the 
company is $2,500,000 of 6 per cent 
gold debentures maturing May 1, 1950. 


Sweeping Change Planned 
by United Light & Power 


United Light & Power Company, top 
holding company in the group com- 
prising Kansas City Power & Light, 
Columbus & Southern Ohio and Iowa- 
Nebraska Light & Power, has filed with 
SEC a plan involving sweeping changes 
in capitalization. 
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Upon final approval, only one class 
of stock would be outstanding, replac- 
ing three, preferred stock arrears would 
be eliminated and dividends resumed. 


Consolidated Edison Net 
Down in June Quarter 


Net income of Consolidated Edison 
Co. of New York, Inc., and its subsidi- 
aries for the second quarter ended June 
30 amounted to $7,548,630. This was 
equivalent, after regular preferred divi- 
dend requirements, to 42 cents a com- 
mon share, compared with $7,753,628, 
or 44 cents a common share, compared 
with $7,753,628, or 44 cents a common 
share in the same period a year ago. 
For the twelve months ended June 30 
consolidated net income was $36,540,- 
007, after appropriating $300,000 for 
acquisition of bonds or of new property, 
against $34,739,919, after a similar re- 
serve of $200,000 in the previous twelve 
months. 

Depreciation and taxes in both the 
June quarter and the year rose sharply, 
the report shows. The quarterly pro- 
vision for taxes, including federal in- 
come tax, was $14,121,070, while a 
year ago the provision was $13,266,874. 
The total for the year through June 
was $55,787,028, compared with $52,- 
345,591. In the June quarter deprecia- 
tion amounted to $6,385,780, against 
$5,918,588, and the total for the year 
was $25,855,852, compared with $22,- 
846,270 in the twelve months ended 
June 30, 1939. 


Post-Reorganization Report 


Mountain States Power Co. in the 
first report since adoption of reorgan- 
ization plan earlier this year, shows 
net profits for twelve months ended 
June 30 of $736,520 after depreciation, 
interest, amortization and federal in- 
come taxes. 
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Manufacturers Make 
Sales Appointments 


John A. Roebling’s Sons Co. will 
open a new branch office and ware- 
house in Houston, Tex., in the near 
future. R. A. Hill, formerly mid-conti- 
nent manager for the Regan Forge & 
Engineering Co., has been appointed 
branch manager of the southwest terri- 
tory, which now includes Texas, Okla- 
homa, Louisiana, lower Mississippi and 
oil producing sections of New Mexico. 

Associated Research, Inc., Chicago, 
has announced the appointment of the 
following representatives to handle sales 
of vibrotests, vibrogrounds, high-volt- 
age insulation testing equipment and 
special items: 

C. B. Anderson Co. in Tulsa and Okla- 
homa City, Okla., and in Amarillo, Tex.; 
G. H. Armstrong, Cincinnati, Ohio; A. H. 
Cox & Co., Inc., Seattle, Wash.; Walter V. 
Gearhart Co., Atlanta, Ga.; George L. 
Hoffman, Portland, Ore.; Howard & Gee- 
seka Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; M. F. Jacobs, 
Milwaukee, Wis.; W. J. Kantenberger Co., 
Dallas, Tex.; L. W. Kirmes, Melrose, 
Mass.; T. F. Mueller, Detroit, Mich.; 
J. W. Murphy Co., Chicago, Ill.; J. E. 
Redmond Co., Phoenix, Ariz.; Lyman C. 
Reed, New Orleans, La.; T. R. Routh 
Co., San Francisco, Calif.; J. L. Vergilio 
Co., Cleveland, Ohio. John C. Hill, Chi- 


cago, _has been appointed export repre- 
sentative. 

Schweitzer & Conrad, Inc., has appointed 
Albert S. Gould sales correspondent for 
the state of Arizona. Mr. Gould will handle 
the company’s complete line of high-volt- 
age power fuses and mountings; primary 
cutouts, reclosers and fuse links, horn gap 
and hook-operated disconnects; indoor and 
outdoor bus supports and other devices. 
Mr. Gould also handles Joslyn line hard- 
ware and Moloney transformers. He main- 
tains his office at Phoenix, where his ad- 


dress is P.O. Box 363. 


More Lead for Cable in ‘40 


Domestic shipments of lead to the 
cable interests in the first six months 
of 1940 were 41,333 tons, the largest 
for any similar period since the first 
half of 1937, when they totaled 44,892 
tons. 

Shipments in the first half of 1939 
were 25,769 tons and 64,599 tons for 
all of last year. Actual consumption of 
lead by the cable manufacturers differ 
from the shipments, since use includes 
reclamation. 


Manufacturers’ Sales Up 


Manufacturers’ sales of electrical 
machinery, apparatus and supplies dur- 
ing May, as reported by 88 firms, were 

994,000, an increase of 4.0 per cent 
over April and 27.7 per cent ahead of 
May, 1939, according to the Depart- 
Ment of Commerce. 


ELECTRICAL WORLD @ August 3, 


Sales Opportunities 


Coat Hitt, Arx.— Oklahoma Gas & 
Electric Co., Oklahoma City, Okla., plans 
extensions and modernization in electrical 
distribution system at Coal Hill, formerly 
owned by Coal Hill Electric Co., recently 
acquired. Also will make additions to rural 
lines in that area. 

Mare Istanp, Catir.—Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., plans new electric shop at Mare 
Island nayy yard, for which an seueegele- 
tion of $400,000 has been authorized. is 
is part of general expansion and improve- 
ments to be made at this yard during pres- 
ent year, comprising several new 
mechanical shops, weight-handling and 
transportation equipment, cranes and other 
facilities. Total fund of about $2,800,000 


has been arranged for work. 


Cuicaco, Iru.—Bastian-Blessing Co., 240 
East Ontario Street, manufacturer of soda 
fountains, ice cream freezers and allied 
products, plans installation of motors and 
controls, duct lines, regulators, switch- 
gear, conveyors, air-conditioning plant and 
system, and other equipment in new multi- 
unit plant in northwestern part of city, 
for which site is being selected. Cost re- 
ported close to $500,000. 


Cuicaco, Itt.—Signal Corps Procure- 
ment District, 1819 West Pershing Road, 
receives bids until August 19 for quan- 
tity of coils (Circular 26); also, at same 
time, for quantity of cord clamps, trans- 
mitter clamping rings, cord clamp spacers, 
strap spring clips, strap slides and other 
equipment (Circular 28), and for 40,000 
flashlights (Circular 29), 


Reapinc, Pa.—Metropolitan Edison Co. 
has awarded contract to H. L. Focht & 
Son, Inc., Baer Building, Reading, for 
addition to steam-electric generating sta- 
tion at West Reading, and work is sched- 
uled to begin at once. Structure will be 
used for expansion in capacity, with in- 
stallation to include new 20,000-kw. tur- 
bine-generator and accessories, high-pres- 
sure boiler and auxiliary equipment, for 
which awards are being made separately. 
Completion is scheduled in 1941. Cost esti- 
mated close to $3,500,000. E. M. Gilbert 
Engineering Corp., 412 Washington Street, 
Reading, is consulting engineer. 


Cuatranooca, TENN. — Chattanooga 
Electric Power Board will take bids soon 
for extensions to power substations Nos. 
3 and 6, including installation of additional 
equipment for increased capacity. 


Casuton, Wis.—Village Council has re- 
jected bids recently received for electric 
generator and accessories for installation 
in municipal power plant, and plans early 
call for new bids. 


Hammton, On1o—Wright Aeronautical 
Corp., 132 Beckwith Avenue, Paterson, 
N. 4. a wen of SS Corp., 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N. x. 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
transformers and accessories, duct lines, 
switchgear, conveyors, electric hoists and 
other equipment in new airplane engine- 
manufacturing works on site now being 
selected in Hamilton County, Ohio, to 
comprise large — of one and multi- 
story buildings, designed for a capacity in 
excess of 1,000 complete engine units per 
month. A power house will be built. A 
large part of plant output will be for fed- 
eral government and company has arranged 
for ultimate loan of about $92,000,000 


1940 





from RFC to provide for plant and ip- 
ment. Initial plant units are scheduled for 
completion early in 1941. 


Garrison, Tex.—City Council plans ex- 
tensions and improvements in municipal 
power plant, including installation of ad- 
ditional equipment. Also will make addi- 
tions and improvements in municipal elec- 
trical distribution system. Freese & Nich- 
ols, Capps Building, Fort Worth, Tex., 
are consulting engineers. 


Spokane, WasH.— Washington Water 


Power Company has approved plans for 
new power substation at 2907 South Wal- 
nut Street. Permission for erection has 


been secured and work will be placed 
under way soon. 


Hacerstown, Mp.—City Council receives 
bids until August 15 for two steam-gener- 
ating units and auxili equipment for 
installation in munici electric power 
plant. This is part of expansion and im- 
provements to be carried out at station, 
entire project to cost about $260,000. Wood 
& Kirkpatrick, Stock Exchange Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa., are consulting engineers. 


Orrawa, Itt.—Ottawa Silica Co. plans 
early construction of new power plant at 
local silica sand mining and refining plant. 
Cost reported over $85,000. Laramore & 
Douglass, Inc., 327 South LaSalle Street, 
Chicago, Ill., is consulting engineer. 


Warren, On10—Ohio Public Service Co., 
Cleveland, has plans maturing for expan- 
sion and improvements in steam-electric 
power plant at Warren, with installation 
to include new 37,500-kw. turbine-genera- 
tor unit and accessories, high-pressure 
boiler and auxiliary equipment. Also will 
make extensions in transmission lines in 
Warren district. Cost about $2,000,000. 
Financing is now being concluded in that 
amount. 


SaLem, Ore.—Administrator, Bonneville 
Project, Department of Interior, 811 N. E. 
Oregon Street, Portland, Ore., receives bids 
onal August 12 for control and condenser 
building at Salem, including complete 
appurtenances, for Bonneville transmission 
system (Circular 1215). 


PortLann, Ore.—Pacific Carbide & Al- 
loys Co., Inc., 211 Bay Street, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., subsidiary of Stuart Oxygen 
Co., last noted address, plans installation 
of electric furnaces, motors and controls, 
switchgear, duct lines, conveyors and other 
equipment in new plant for production of 
calcium carbide and allied products at 
North Columbia Boulevard and Hurst 
Street, Portland, where tract of land has 
been acquired. Plant will be electrically 
operated and contract has been made with 
Administrator, Bonneville Project, Port- 
fand,-for power supply on basis of minimum 
demand of 700 kw. per annum for first 
24 months and 2,000 kw. annually there- 
after. A power substation will be built 
at plant site and Bonneville transmission 
lines extended to that point. Initial plant 
will cost close to $300,000. 


Owatonna, Minn.—Public Utility Com- 
mission, W. J. McDonnell, secretary, re- 
ceives bids until September 10 for steam- 
generating unit and auxili equipment 
= reg in ——. a power 
plant. ury Engineeri mpany, 
1200 Second Avenue Scath, itinwaenelie, 
Minn., is consulting engineer. 
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EW EQUIPMENT 


Nut Retainer 


This new type of nut retainer holds the 
nut-pressure bar assembly in any desired 
position in relation to the U-bolt. Thus, 
when the connector is being installed on 
the wire, the retainer holds the nut-pres- 


"Positive Position’ nut retainer, 
for all sizes of Servits from No. 6 
No. 4/0 stranded conductors. Burndy 
neering Co., Inc., 459 East 133d St., 
York City. 


available 
solid to 
Engi- 


New 


sure bar assembly clear of the slot in the 
U-bolt, states the company. Once the con- 
nector is.on the run conductor, the nut- 
pressure bar can be swung shut. After 
installation the nut retainer can be folded 
up out of the way so that it will not 
interfere with taping. 


D.C. Arc Welder 


Resistor-type, d.c. arc welder for mine service 
rated at 250 volts, operates on 225 to 275 
volts. General Electric Co., Schenectady, 
New York. 


The welder is 17 in. high, 20 in. wide, 
30 in. long and weighs 78 pounds. To 
withstand rough handling, states the com- 
pany, the resistor units are wound in con- 
tinuous coils without joints and are sup- 
ported by spool-type porcelain insulators. 
Welding current can be adjusted in 10 
steps of approximately 17 amperes each, 
by means of five heavy knife switches. 


Photo-Electric Cell 


Selenium barrier layer photo-electric cell. 
Bradley Laboratories, Inc., New Haven, Conn. 


Available in standard sizes, these cells 
are offered for light measurement and con- 
trol. A special sensitizing process is said 
to give these cells high current sensitivity 
as well as high internal impedance. 


Wire Cutter-Splicer 


No, 90 ng er gy 
splicer. Penn Tool 


wire cutter and 


sni 
ip iledclpin Pa. 


This new development will cut any 
grade metal up to 16 gauge, also flexible 
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pipe and tubing. The blades are made 
from chrome vanadium molybdenum steel, 
with serrated cutting edge, and can be 
removed and adjusted. 


Circuit Breakers 


A new line of Type AB general utility circuit 
breakers rated at 50, 70, 90 and 100 amp. at 
250 and 600 volts a.c., two and three pole, 
and 125, 250 volts d.c. Westin ee Electric 
& Mfg. Co., East Pittsburgh, 


Circuit breakers for inclosure, panelboard 
or switchboard mounting, they are espe- 
cially adaptable to lighting and feeder 
circuits and motor branch circuit protec- 
tion. A new feature is the adjustable mag- 
netic trip. This feature is said to permit 
setting the breaker for any tripping cur- 
rent from 3% to 11 times the breaker’s 
normal rated current. Size of wire strands 
making up the shunt have been increased 
from 0.002 in. to 0.003 in., said to reduce 
effects of mild corrosive fumes and oxida- 


tion. 
& 


Control Switch 


The circuit of this control switch is made 
and broken inside ferro-tube mercury con- 
tacts. The switches may be operated by 
hand, foot-treadle float or pressure in con- 


tig! Sea eae 
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Control relay, capacity up to 1,875 watts per 
mercury contact on circuits up to 440 volts 
a.c. and 250 volts d.c., for Y-hp. a.c. split- 
phase motors, '/2-hp. ‘a.c. capacitor motors 
and gy c. ee motors. Jefferson 
Electr: Bell wood, 


nection with signals, relays, etc. Either 
one mercury contact for single pole is 
available or a pair of contacts may be 
used for double pole make and break, or 
for controlling two separate circuits. 


FIND IT IN A HURRY—lIf you're buying 
major electrical equipment, you'll find 
names, addresses and products of lead- 
ing manufacturers conveniently listed in 
“Electrical World” Electrical Buyers Refer- 
ence. 
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Wire Rope Connector 


which slips over the end of the wire rope, 1 


a tapered plug which is inserted to sepa- 


apne and hold the strands of wire in the 
eeve and a covering socket which se 


Fiege connector of vibration damping de- 
sign; standard connector for rope sizes of 
Yq in. and larger, industrial connector for 
= ae a ae in. and smaller. Electroline 
LaSalle St., Chicago. 


curely a the cable. Installation may ef 
made with ordinary mechanic’s tools. AD 
feature claimed for this connector is an 
inspection hole, enabling the workman to 


see the twist joint. Finds application in 


metal mining industry. 


Safety Blocks 


Improvements in tackle and snatch blocks for 
manila and wire rope service. Federal Alloy © 
Block Co., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


a 


Among the improvements made are the _ 3 


enlarging of safety straps, shells with — 
newer design, rivets are eliminated, ete. 
The blocks may be used for marine or © 
industrial service (public utilities). A 
straps, hooks and shackles used on the 
—— are made of special heavy forging 
stee 


ag 


Speed Indicator 


"Speedial,"" improved type of handwheel- ~ 


speed indicator for use with the company's ~ 


ee — transmission. Reeves Pulley 


,» Columbus, Ohio. 


The actual indication is a definite — 
ber of turns of the speed-shifting screw of © 
the unit. The Speedial may be used in” 
place of the standard speed control hand- 
wheel and indicator. The dial is cali 


brated from 0 to 20, 0 to 30 and 0 to ad 


turns of the shifting screw. 


Lugs and Connectors 


New an ae and solderless connectors. s 


Ilsco r 
nati, ane * 


The bearing surface of the tongue 
arched, to fit the curve of the condu 
This arch is said to distribute pre 

sure "and strengthen the tongue. The 


ing walls of the V-bottom collar have Pe . 


bar-like ridges to assist in gripping 
wires. er sizes are equipped 
fine-thread screws. 
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@ & Products, Inc., Cincin- 





